S8                                        KURMI
When he died his son continued to do the same, and on the king's attention being drawn to it he forbade him. But the son did not obey, and hence the king: ordered the sandalwood to be rubbed from his forehead in open Durbar. But when this was done the mark miraculously reappeared through the agency of the goddess Devi, whose favourite he was. Three times the king had the mark rubbed out and three times it came again. So he was allowed to wear it thereafter, and was called Chandan Singh from chandan, sandalwood ; and his descendants are the Chandnahu Kurmis. Another derivation is from Chandra, the moon. In^Jubbul-pore these Chandnahes sometimes kill a pig under the palanquin of a newly married bride. In Bilaspur they are prosperous and capable cultivators, but are generally reputed to be stingy, and therefore are not very popular. Here they are divided into the Ekbahinyas and Dobahinyas, or those who wear glass bangles on one or both arms respectively. The Chandraha Kurmis of Raipur are probably a branch of the Chandnahus. They sprinkle with water the wood with which they are about to cook their food in order to purify it, and will eat food only in the chauka or sanctified place in the house. At harvest when they must take meals in the fields, one of them prepares a patch of ground, cleaning and watering it, and there cooks food for them all.
The Singrore Kurmis derive their name from Singror, a place near Allahabad. Singror is said to have once been a very important town, and the Lodhis and other castes have subdivisions of this name. The Desha Kurmis are a group of the Mungeli tahsll of Bilaspur. Desh means one's native country, but in this case the name probably refers to Bundel-khand. Mr. Gordon statesl that they do not rear poultry and avoid residing in villages in which their neighbours keep poultry. The Santore Kurmis are a group found in several Districts, who grow j^-hemp,2 and are hence looked down upon by the remainder of the caste. In Raipur the Manwa Kurmis will also do this ; Mana is a word sometimes applied to a loom, and the Manwa Kurmis may be so called because they grow hemp and weave sacking from the fibres. The
*  Indian Folk Tales, p. 8.                   Lorha for a discussion of the Hindus'
-  Crotalariajuncea.    See article on      prejudice against this crop.